APPENDIX B

Glossary

This appendix explains several key terms used in the report.

TANK CAR DESIGN TERMS

Attachments: Handrails, ladders, body bolsters, and other components
connected to pads welded to the tank exterior.

Double-shelf couplers: Coupling devices equipped with top and bottom
shelves to restrict vertical movement of the tank car during switching
and to prevent decoupling of the car in the event of a derailment. All
tank cars in hazardous materials service are equipped with these
devices, which were introduced during the 1970s.

Fittings: Openings in the tank are closed by fittings, including valves,
vents, and other devices used for tank loading, unloading, pressure
relief, maintenance, and cargo monitoring. Fittings on nonpressure
cars may be located on top or bottom of the tank. Fittings on pressure
cars are always located on top of the tank under a protective housing.

Head protection: Steel plates mounted in front of both ends (heads) of
the tank, often built into the tank outer jacket. The devices, which are
provided on about half the pressure cars in service, help protect
against head punctures during coupling, derailments, and other
crashes.

Tank: Most tank car tanks are cylindrical in shape, capped at both ends
by ellipsoidal-shaped heads. The tank sidewalls are known as the
shell. Some tank are insulated, have interior linings, exterior heating
systems, and other specialized features. Steel is the most common
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